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Hank’s review of “Homer’s Odyssey”

As a cat, | often find myself considering books on or about cats with trepidation. Regularly, you
will come across an author who claims to be an expert on cats - claiming to understand our
behaviors, and giving us a voice we didn’t ask for. On the occasion that you do find a decent
writer who does seem to understand our complex and varied nature, the book will inevitably end
with a painful reminder of our own mortality - while this is of course a very useful exercise for all
species to become introspective and meditate on the value of our lives - it is simply too much

to ask a cat to face this hovering specter of death each and every time we open a book on our
species.

Fortunately for everyone, we have Gwen Cooper. Gwen has written a nonfiction book
entitled “Homer’s Odyssey: A Fearless Feline Tale, or How | Learned About Love and Life with
a Blind Wonder Cat”.

Homer is a true cat’s cat. Despite losing his eyesight at a young age, Homer turns this disability
into a superpower, never once worrying about what he is missing out on, or fearful of the
unknown. Instead, Homer regularly vanquishes resolute foes (such as the common house-fly)
by leaping from a standstill and capturing them five feet in mid-air. When placed into a new and
unfamiliar territory, Homer will simply proceed along the boundaries of the walls to map out his
environment.

While Homer’s daily achievements and successes are wonderful, the truly amazing feats
come later, such as chasing off a man who breaks into Gwen’s apartment in the middle of the
night. Homer also faces the terrible tragedy of September 11th, just a few blocks from Ground
Zero - Gwen is at work at the time, and has to literally spend days fighting her way through
bureaucracy and officials trying to keep people out of the danger zone, while Homer faces the
worst day in our Nation’s history alone and in the dark.

Throughout the book, we become attuned to Homer’s world - we get used to seeing without
sight, and we become enveloped in the pure wonder and joy of everything around us. To feel
as though we are once again kittens frolicking along the floor, discovering everything with a
sense of awe and wonder, playing and pouncing on anything, even simple little dustballs - the
journey of awakening these feelings once more is simply priceless.

Homer is an inspiration to cats everywhere. And, for a human, Gwen is pretty okay, too.

-Hank the Cat, 2012
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